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How Could I Win? NAME _________________________ 

 

 

1. What is the least number of states a presidential candidate could win and win the national 

election? Use the electoral college table from Why California? to help you find the solution. 

 

 

11 states, for 270 electoral votes. 

 

 

 

2. List the states that would create this scenario. For each state, give the number of electoral 

votes won. 

 

STATE POPULATION ELECTORAL VOTES 

[New Jersey] [8,791,894] [14] 

[North Carolina] [9,535,483] [15] 

[Georgia] [9,687,653] [16] 

[Michigan] [9,883,640] [16] 

[Ohio] [11,536,504] [18] 

[Pennsylvania] [12,702,379] [20] 

[Illinois] [12,830,632] [20] 

[Florida] [18,801,310] [29] 

[New York] [19,378,102] [29] 

[Texas] [25,145,561] [38] 

[California] [37,253,956] [55] 

TOTAL  [270] 
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How Could I Lose? NAME _________________________ 

 

3. What is the least number of states a presidential candidate could win and win the national 

election? Use the electoral college table from Why California? To help you find the solution. 

 

 

41 states, for 282 electoral votes. 

 

 

 

4. List the states that would create this scenario. For each state, give the number of electoral 

votes won. 

 

STATE POPULATION ELECTORAL VOTES 

[Wyoming] [563,626] [3] 

[District of Columbia] [601,723] [3] 

[Vermont] [625,741] [3] 

[North Dakota] [672,591] [3] 

[Alaska] [710,231] [3] 

[South Dakota] [814,180] [3] 

[Delaware] [897,934] [3] 

[Montana] [989,415] [3] 

[Rhode Island] [1,052,567] [4] 

[New Hampshire] [1,316,470] [4] 

[Maine] [1,328,361] [4] 

[Hawaii] [1,360,301] [4] 

Idaho] [1,567,582] [4] 

[Nebraska] [1,826,341] [5] 

[West Virginia] [1,852,994] [5] 

[New Mexico] [2,059,179] [5] 

[Nevada] [2,700,551] [6] 

[Utah] [2,763,885] [6] 

[Kansas] [2,853,118] [6] 
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[Arkansas] [2,915,918] [6] 

[Mississippi] [2,967,297] [6] 

[Iowa] [3,046,355] [6] 

[Connecticut] [3,574,097] [7] 

[Oklahoma] [3,751,351] [7] 

[Oregon] [3,831,074] [7] 

[Kentucky] [4,339,367] [8] 

[Louisiana] [4,533,372] [8] 

[South Carolina] [4,625,364] [9] 

[Alabama] [4,779,736] [9] 

[Colorado] [5,029,196] [9] 

[Minnesota] [5,303,925] [10] 

[Wisconsin] [5,686,986] [10] 

[Maryland] [5,773,552] [10] 

[Missouri] [5,988,927] [10] 

[Tennessee] [6,346,105] [11] 

[Arizona] [6,392,017] [11] 

[Indiana] [6,483,802] [11] 

[Massachusetts] [6,547,629] [11] 

[Washington] [6,724,540] [12] 

[Virginia] [8,001,024] [13] 

[New Jersey] [8,791,894] [14] 

TOTAL  [282] 
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How Could I Win and Lose? NAME _________________________ 
 

5. How could a presidential candidate have a majority (greater than half) of the popular vote, 

but not win the national election.   

(Remember: a candidate must have a majority of the Electoral College votes.) Use the 

Electoral College table from Why California to help you find the solution. 
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Problem-Solving Rubric NAME _________________________ 
 

 

RUBRIC 

SCORE 
CRITERIA 

5 

The student has answered the question and the list of states is well explained. The 

explanation includes numerical data from the table and the data relates to the states 

mentioned in the answer. 

A Level 5 answer will include a graph or drawing that illustrates the writer’s answer 

and is labeled correctly. The correct states are shaded on the map. 

The written answer should extend beyond the given math problem and use the math 

to reflect on the context. In this case, the context is the politics of the presidential 

race. 

4 

The student has answered the question with a correct list of states. The explanation 

includes data from the table, but it may be unclear why that state is essential to the 

list. 

The Level 4 answer will have a graph or drawing, but it may be missing a label or 

title.  The United States map is mostly correct. 

The written answer has correct facts and uses mathematics to support the 

conclusion. 

The answer may lack a connection to the political context. 

3 

The student may have a correct list of states, but may have an answer that is not 

optimal (e.g., too many or too few states in the list). 

The Level 3 answer will have a map, graph, or drawing, but it may not be well done 

or it may be missing important information. 

The written answer has incorrect facts, or does not relate to the conclusion. 

2 

The student has a list of states, but the list may not be accurate or may not be a best 

possible answer.  The United States map may be missing or incorrect. 

The graph or drawing may be carelessly done or missing. The written answer may 

be missing or may not be related to the solution. 

1 

The student has attempted the problem, but may have been unable to arrive at a 

solution. The written answer may be missing or not done carefully. Other parts of 

the solution may be missing as well. 

 


